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Interdisciplinary Group for Neuroscience 
Investigation, Training & Education  (IGNITE)

The high rates of substance abuse among Hispanics disproportionately fuels health disparities in our border 
region. Solving the complex problem of addiction will require the integration of interdisciplinary teams working at 
the forefront of their disciplines. The IDRB provides an exciting opportunity to bring together the Interdisciplinary 
Group for Neuroscience Investigation, Training & Education (IGNITE) team to combine innovative approaches in an 
environment that is fully integrated and focused on addiction. In the context of training programs that promote 
diversity, our goal is to help guide the development of more effective treatments for substance abuse in vulnerable 
populations.

Frontera Intraplate Earthquake Research 
Collaborative (FRONTIER) 

It is a common misconception that earthquakes only occur near the boundaries of tectonic plates, like the 
western coast of the United States. Earthquakes can and do occur all over, however, and can come about 
from both natural and manmade sources. The Frontera Intraplate Earthquake Research Collaborative 
(FRONTIER) aims to address earthquake hazard in areas that have been historically overlooked by the 
scientific community, like El Paso, because they exist in the shadows of areas with high seismic hazards  and 
histories of earthquakes. FRONTIER brings together expertise from geological sciences, sociology and 
anthropology, and civil engineering to explore the scientific and societal challenges brough about by an 
unpredictable hazard in areas that are not prepared. The team will establish a stakeholder advisory group 
comprised of regional emergency management experts as we seek external funding as a national 
earthquake research center focused on intraplate regions.

•  NSF: SCC-CIVIC-PG Track B: Building Resilience to Earthquakes Along the US-Mexico Border
•  USGS: Refining Earthquake Hazard Estimation and Building Community Partners in El Paso, TX
•  NSF: Modeling and Mitigating Disaster Impact on Infrastructure in Cross-Border Regions
•  NSF/NIST: Quantifying the Effect on Community Resilience of Improving Local Building Inventory in 
    Areas of Low Probability Hazard
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